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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 3132] 


The’ Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 3132) for the relief of Sister Apolonia Gerarda Sokolowska 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amend- 
ment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Sister Apolonia Gerarda Sokolowska. The 
bill provides for an appropriate quota deduction and for the payment 
of the required visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 59-year-old native and citizen of 
Poland who last entered the United States as a visitor on December 
6, 1949. She is a Roman Catholic nun who is presently attached to 
the Convent of the Missionary Sisters of the Benedictine Order in 
Huntington, Long Island. The order is engaged in humanitarian 
activities such as teaching orphans, caring for the ill and similar 
services. 

A letter dated January 11, 1952, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 
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JANUARY 11, 1952. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuatrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 3132) for the relief of Sister 
Apolonia Gerarda Sokolowska, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Sister Apolonia Gerarda Sokolowska shall be con- 
sidered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent 
residence as of the date of its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fee 
and head tax. It*would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the proper 
quota-control officer to deduct one number from the appropriate immigration 
quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the alien, a citizen of Poland, is a Roman Catholic nun, who was 
born in Polonne, Poland, on February 9, 1893. She arrived in the United States 
on December 6, 1949, at the port of New York on the steamship Batory, and was 
admitted as a temporary visitor under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 
1924, until February 25, 1950. She was granted an extension of her temporary 
stay on April 18, 1950. When she subsequently applied for a further extension 
she was informed that her departure from the United States on or before Feb- 
ruary 25, 1951, would be considered satisfactory. At the request of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, the alien’s departure date was extended until April 
1, 1951. Sister Sokolowska has indicated that she does not desire to return to 
Poland because of the repressive regime in control of that country. On August 
6, 1951, a Warrant of arrest in deportation proceedings issued against her, charging 
that she was in the United States illegally in that at the time of her entry she was 
an immigrant not in possession of a valid immigration visa. 

Sister Sokolowska is presently residing at the Convent of the Missionary Sisters 
of the Benedictine Order in Huntington, Long Island, N. Y. She testified that 
she attended Gymnasium in Kiev, Russia, and that in 1917 she entered the Order 
of Missionary Sisters of Saint Benedict in Russia. This order of nuns is engaged 
in humanitarian activities, such as the teaching of orphans, caring for the indigent 
and the senile, and other similar activities. 

The quota of Poland, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed, and 
a quota immigration visa is not readily obtainable. Nuns, like aliens generally, 
are subject to the quota requirements of the immigration laws, their status in that 
respect differing from that of priests, rabbis, or ministers of any religious denomi- 
nation, who may be classed as nonquota immigrants under the immigration laws 
and thus be relieved of the quota requirements. In the absence of special legis- 
lation, Sister Sokolowska will be unable to remain in the United States for an 
indefinite stay. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Ernest Greenwood, the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and made the following statement with 
reference to the bill: 


I appreciate this opportunity to present to Subcommittee No. 1 of the House 
Committee on the Judiciary my comments on H. R. 3132, and to urge favorable 
action on the measure. 

This bill, which I introduced on March 7, 1951, provides for legalizing the status 
for immigration purposes, in this country of Sister Apolonia Gerarda Sokolowska, 
a Roman Catholic nun, a native of Poland. It will, if enacted, provide that she 
be considered to have lawfully entered the United States for permanent residence 
as of the date of passage of the bill, upon payment of the required visa fee and 
heid tax. It also directs the Secretary of State to instruct the proper quota- 
control officer to deduct one number from the appropriate immigration quota. 

Sister Apolonia was born in Polonne, Poland, on February 9, 1893, and arrived 
in the United States on December 9, 1949, as a temporary visitor under section 
3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924, until February 25, 1950. She was granted 
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an extension of her temporary stay on April 18, 1950, and when she applied for 
another extension she was informed that her departure from this country on or 
about February 25, 1951, would be considered satisfactory. Later her departure 
date was extended until April 1, 1951. She is presently residing at the Convent 
of the Missionary Sisters of the Benedictine Order in Huntington, Long Island, 
N. Y. She is a member of the Order of Missionary Sisters of Saint Benedict, 
which she entered in Russia in 1917. The order is engaged in humanitarian 
activities, such as teaching orphans, caring for the ill, and similar services. 

Sister Apolonia is unable to return to Poland because of the antireligious 
program of the present regime in that country, and I truly feel that her return to 
Poland at this time would mean persecution for her, perhaps even prison and 
death. She is engaged in no political activities in this country and is merely 
following her profession as a nurse, according to the regulations of the religious 
order to which she belongs. Her desire to remain in the United States stems from 
the knowledge that return to her homeland would be impossible at this time 
because of her inability to continue in Poland the services of the vocation to which 
she has dedicated her life. She realizes that only in this country, with its freedoms 
and liberties, can she perform those Christian duties. 

I have personal knowledge of the hard work that these sisters do, and they are 
devoted to their calling. They need our interest and every possible help and 
encouragement which we can give them. 

To me her plea is a legitimate one, and the Department of Justice has inter- 
posed no objection to adoption of this legislation. Officials of the Department 
have investigated her case most thoroughly, and I sincerely request that this 
subcommittee act favorably upon the legislation, thus permitting Sister Apolonia 
to attain a legal status for permanent residency in the United States. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 3132) should be enacted. 


O 





